
 

 
 

Friday 12th June 2020 

Principal’s Message 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
This has been a momentous week as we prepare to finally welcome some students back into the 
Academy next week, when Y10 return. This term, the return of students is limited, due to the 
restrictions placed on schools by the government, but we are confident that Y10 will benefit hugely 
from having contact with staff and their studies. I am so proud of Manchester Academy and our 
staff, we have been determined that throughout this crisis we would provide an exceptional offer for 
all our students.  
 

• Manchester Academy has offered two live lessons a day to all students since Easter.  
From 22nd June all students will receive three live, online lessons. Most schools are only 
introducing live lessons now and only for one year group. Our staff worked hard over Easter to 
be ready to deliver online and we have seen great engagement from most students.  
 
• We have delivered food parcels to numerous families and given out laptops to Y10 students 
who needed them. We have a new stock of 50 laptops which are nearly ready to be distributed. 
This time we will be loaning some of the devices to students in Key Stage 3 as well as Y10. We 
are hoping to secure even more devices to give more families access to online learning. Every 
week, we have also sent large amounts of work home – especially for our Pathways and 
Induction students.  
 
• Our Manchester Magic challenges online (see Twitter/Instagram or Facebook) have seen 
celebrities from show business and sport support our staff deliver a brilliant range of challenges 
– from science to sport to drama to foreign languages. At times we have all been out of our 
comfort zones, but it has been a lot of fun.  

 
• The Academy has been open every day for Key Worker children and vulnerable students.  
 
• Our Trust, United Learning, has offered its schools huge amounts of resource and support 
and we have worked closely with our sister school in Manchester, William Hulme’s Grammar 
School.  



   
 

 

• In the Academy we have continued to improve the facilities this term, with new flooring in 
Science labs, new corridor flooring and lots of areas renovated to match the standards of all the 
areas we’ve previously transformed.  

 
• We have had large application fields for any teaching or support jobs we have advertised. 
When I started, parents were worried about the number of supply teachers in the Academy. We 
now have a full staff team for September and the talent we have in the staff is brilliant. Staff are 
ambitious and we have promoted several exceptional leaders within the Academy as well as 
bringing the best talent in from across the country. Teachers now want to join our team and 
have to be excellent to meet our high standards.  

 
Schools across the country have been in touch with me to ask about how we’ve put together our 
offer and we have shared our work. In the past Manchester Academy was sometimes looked down 
upon, our reputation was unfairly seen as negative. The only way we can confront this is by being 
excellent and offering our students a Manchester Magic experience and offer – leading to the best 
academic grades. Many parents have spoken to me over the two years I have been at Manchester 
Academy and offered improvement ideas. I hope you feel we have listened!  
 
I want to thank all our families for your support and loyalty. We will continue to improve, and I hope 
that from September we can return to a more usual timetable in school. Whatever comes our way, 
Manchester Academy is committed to offering the best education in the city.  
 
 
Best wishes,  
 

 

Mr J Eldon, Principal 

 

Year 7 

This week, staff have been in school meeting in a socially distanced setting to prepare to welcome 
back our Year 10 students next week. This has been an excellent opportunity for me to have some 
great discussions with colleagues about Year 7 and how well they are working online! I have heard 
nothing but good feedback from all colleagues so a big well done to Year 7! 

As we welcome back Year 10, it is essential that we make clear that this is being done in a way which 
means staff will be on a rota to ensure online lessons continue to be delivered to all other year 
groups and that staff, including myself, the form tutors and other members of the Year 7 team are 
all available as normal for contact or queries! With this said, we plan to not only continue the online 
delivery of high quality and challenging lessons, but we are stepping this up and the Academy will 
soon be moving to three online classes a day. This is both in response to how well students have 
been coping with the lessons but also to ensure students have covered content in preparation for 
September. With this in mind, I will reiterate my message from last week which is that online 
attendance is essential, and these classes are not optional. If your child has computer or internet 



   
 

 

access, these lessons are viewed in the same way as their attendance in school would be; they are 
registered and any students regularly missing lessons will be followed up.  

In Year 7, we have seen regular attendance to lessons slightly increase since the return from half-
term; however, this increase is not as high as I would have liked, and I feel that we can push for a 
bigger increase next week! Remember, Year 7 must be the best that we can be at all times and this 
stands when you are home and learning remotely! Let’s work together to push for this increase in 
attendance for next week. If you have friends, family or neighbours who have children at 
Manchester Academy, help me reach this goal by asking if their child is accessing the online classes.  

Having stressed the importance of attendance, it is important I recognise that we do have so many 
Year 7 students who are regularly attending lessons and submitting work of a high standard to their 
teachers. With this said, the Home-Learning Heroes for this week are: 

• Danial Bafi Ghadimi 
• Muhammad Mazhar  
• Hamza Turkman 
• Muhammed Ahmed  

 
Well done to these wonderful students who will all be receiving vouchers in the post!  

In the coming weeks we have lots to look forward to and lots to be excited about! Mrs Patel has 
prepared an online sports extravaganza to replace our usual sports day and considering the turn in 
the weather, it seems that this may be a great alternative! I will be sharing all updates in relation to 
this via email, teams and social media so make sure you are active on the platforms that you have 
access to! I appreciate some students will not be encouraged to use social media, especially in Year 7 
and this is not a problem at all. If you do want to check our social media pages, you can search us on 
Twitter @McrAcademy without having to have an account so you can still see the updates we put 
out. Finally, if your children are using social media please ensure they are doing so responsibly and 
safely. 

I continue to thank you for your ongoing support with this unpredictable and ever changing 
situation. Please stay in contact and stay connected with us. 

 

Miss Tregelles.  

 

Year 8 

Dear Y8, 

I am pleased that the number of Y8’s working online regularly has increased which is fantastic news, 
six students have been awarded a “Home Learning Hero Award” and will receive an online voucher 
in the post. Mrs Patel and Mr Gemmell have been very busy making phone calls and encouraging 
students to work online. Remember to log on to Teams at 10:30am and 1:30pm for your 
lessons.  From 22nd June we will be providing three lessons a day. 



   
 

 

Keep a lookout for our Manchester Magic enrichment challenge next week - I can’t wait to see your 
entries, please post them on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter and tag the school in. 
 
In my assembly next week we continue to look at careers in preparation for you making option 
decisions next year, we will focus on careers that allow you to work outside.  How many can you 
think of?  What skills do these careers need?  
 
Y10 return to school next week and I look forward to the day when we will all return. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Mr Boyle. 
 

Year 9 

Dear Y9,  

As we draw the curtain on another week in lockdown and online learning, I would like to reiterate a 
few key points that I discussed within the assembly this week. 

Timetable & engagement 

We have seen an increase of students participating with online lessons which should see a shift 
within the ATL data with hopefully more students reaching ATL 1. Mr Gill and I have been contacting 
students throughout the week to ensure students that have access to online learning are attending 
every lesson. We will continue to pursue students over the coming weeks to increase engagement 
and hopefully see more of a rise in ATL 1 students. It is vital that the students that have access to 
online learning are attending all the lessons in preparation for next year.  

 Y10 Ready! 

Preparations are now being made to get our Y9 cohort ready for the most important two years of 
their academic lives so far. We ask that students form a good routine with their online lessons to 
ensure that these vital skills are carried over into their GCSE years. I have provided the students with 
objectives I would like them to complete this week –  

1. Double check your options 

2. Get in contact with your options teachers via email 

3. Research your subjects 

Completing these tasks will ensure that the students have a positive and clear mindset when they 
come back to school for the next academic year. It will provide students with answers about their 
options and career possibilities to take forward after their school lives. Students are also free to 
email me with any queries that they may have about their next steps.  



   
 

 

Home Learning Heroes 

We have seen an abundance of nominations for our Home Learning Heroes over the last few weeks 
and it gives me great pleasure to announce this week’s winners are –  

Yohanna Martin 

Bamo Hussain 

Ali Imran 

Rubio Mateus 

Miao Chen 

Congratulations to these students. You have proven to be excellent learners within your online 
learning, and this has not gone unnoticed. Your prizes will be sent to you through the post soon. 
Students that want to be entered into the Home Learning Heroes prize draw need to attend every 
online lesson and engage with their teachers during their lessons.  

Black Lives Matter 

Within the assembly we also raise awareness towards Black Lives Matter and the horrific murder of 
George Floyd. It is not possible for me to understand how it feels to be a victim of racism, however, I 
and everyone at Manchester Academy will always stand against racism.  It is of great importance to 
us that all students voice their concerns about racism and for them to know that we will always 
support them and the community. Within each assembly there will be a segment on Black Lives 
Matter which will provide our students with more information on current affairs and reading 
material about the movement.  

Stay positive, stay motivated and stay safe.  

Regards,  

Mr Thomas. 

 

Year 10 

Good afternoon to all of our wonderful year 10 families; I hope you are keeping well and safe. I can’t 
actually believe that we are welcoming our year 10 pupils back to school from next week! We are so 
excited to see them and catch up.  

This week myself and Ms Abela have welcomed some students in for their pre-return meeting and 
it’s been great to see them and give them the opportunity to ask us questions, see the classrooms 
and help with any anxieties they may have. Please ensure your child knows which group they are in 



   
 

 

next week, what time they are to be here and what entrance they will come through. If you have any 
queries regarding this please email me at Lyndsey.henzell@manchester-academy.org 

Here at the Academy, we have taken every precaution and followed every Government guideline 
regarding social distancing and are confident that our students will adhere to these rules, therefore 
ensuring your child is safe whilst at school. However, after several conversations with parents and 
students, there is some reluctance for some children returning next week. If you do have any 
concerns regarding this or are planning to keep your child at home, please do email me and I will call 
you to discuss. We obviously want all of our year 10 pupils here at school and will support you in any 
way that we can.  

Online learning has once again been well attended by year 10: well done to all of the children 
completing this work! It is vital that this home learning continues over the coming weeks and we will 
be moving to three lessons a day from June 22nd. If you have any concerns regarding your child’s 
learning please contact us and we will offer support. There are still large numbers of pupils who are 
simply not doing enough work: it is vital that students are completing all the work set as this is their 
GCSE requirements.  

Thanks to all of you for your continued support.  

With love and very best wishes, 

 

Mrs Henzell. 

 

Year 11 

 

GCSE Grades update 

Predicted grades are being submitted to the exam boards in the next couple of weeks. Then the 
exam boards will apply their statistical model to it and decide on what grades to allocate to students 
across the country. 

We will inform parents/students as soon as we receive the grades from the exam boards and are 
told we can share them. The link below gives more information on the process.  

www.gov.uk/government/news/how-gcses-as-a-levels-will-be-awarded-in-summer-2020 

If you have concerns about what the summer will hold for your child, then have a look at the 
summer opportunities from the National Citizens Service. They are looking to launch a digital youth 
volunteer programme, designed for 16-17-year olds to aid development from a personal and social 
perspective. The NCS experience will give students a clearer idea of what they want from their 
future.  

 

mailto:Lyndsey.henzell@manchester-academy.org
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/how-gcses-as-a-levels-will-be-awarded-in-summer-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/how-gcses-as-a-levels-will-be-awarded-in-summer-2020


   
 

 

In the meantime, NCS has a free online ‘Staying Connected’ hub for students to get involved with. 
This includes a variety of skills workshops, careers guidance and wellbeing resources. It is free to 
access for all young people, see the links below: 

wearencs.com/staying-connected 

“It's time to Keep Doing Good, sign up for @NCS' 'One Million Hours of Doing Good.’ Post lockdown 
and Manchester is going to need a little help to get back on its feet. This is a free opportunity and it 
does not matter if you signed up to NCS this summer or not. Get involved and we will support you to 
make a difference about the issues that matter to you! Find out how you can help support your local 
community: wearencs.com/keep-doing-good 

I have received several enquiries regarding the planned ‘end of year prom’ for our year 11 students. 
The Academy stance is we will follow the government guidelines.  As it stands holding prom would 
not coincide with this. We will assess nearer the time in line with government advice. 

If any parent or student needs any help or support with anything at all, please feel free to contact 
me - darren.clarke@manchester-academy.org 

Next week, Ms. Khanom will look to contact students to facilitate a ‘Think Group’ meeting to help 
gauge students’ feelings and responses to the current circumstances and offer our support.  

 

Stay safe,  

 

Mr Clarke. 

 

https://wearencs.com/staying-connected
https://wearencs.com/keep-doing-good
https://wearencs.com/keep-doing-good

